Dig the Tvopic

Outback to the Reef

Educational and Student Groups — Fact Sheet

‘Dig the Tropic’ - an exciting new destination suitable for groups, where students are able to visit geo-
tourism attractions, and get their ‘hands on’ experience at a number of unique locations. The region
offers numerous opportunities to get-up-close with the natural environment, uncover the fascinating
geological history of this ancient land, and enjoy modern facilities suitable for group needs & budgets.

Reasons why you should make the trip with your Students

Top 3 unique ‘Dig’ things to do with Destination’s benefits for student groups:

student groups: e Unique attractions, fascinating destination, and

e ‘Dig’ for Dinosaurs: Lark Quarry topics suitable for school and university subjects
Dinosaur Trackways (via Winton) and . Easy to access by land — bus, private vehicles,
the Australian Age of Dinosaurs mostly sealed roads, no traffic problems
Museum, Winton e  Safe destination for students — wide-open spaces,

e  Opal and sapphire fossicking: no “distractions” (ie. no large city locations); easy
Opalton, Rubyvale and the Sapphire to facilitate supervision
Gemfields, via Rubyvale e  Suitable accommodation options for group needs

e  Ancient underground caves e  Services, accommodation and tour attraction costs
exploration: Capricorn Caves are suitable for groups on a limited budget

Student Groups — Education & Curriculum Topics

Dig the Tropic is a world leader in geo-tourism - defined as “tourism that sustains or enhances the
geographical character of a place, its environment, culture, aesthetics, heritage and the well-being of
its residents”. This means, not only will Dig the Tropic offer a great school and student group
destination, it will also provide educational outcomes to complement primary and high school
curriculums and university courses in the fields of the geo-sciences, social sciences, history, the
natural environment, and ‘people and places’ subjects.

Suggested educational topics or projects include:

Geology — the formation of local fossils, opals and gemstones; where they are found
Science/s — geography of the unique National Parks in the region

Palaeontology

Dinosaurs — the rise and fall of Winton’s dinosaurs

Volcanos — volcanic plugs and lava flows/eruptions in the region

Ancient cave systems — Mt Etna Caves National Park, Capricorn Caves

History — historical and geological time-line; Teutonic Plates;

Tropic of Capricorn

Flora and Fauna — National Parks (birds, reptiles, insects, mammals, marsupials;
vegetation)

Unique geographic sites — Great Barrier Reef, Capricorn Caves, Carnarvon
Gorge; how they were formed; discovery and history of major geographic sites
Indigenous history — local sites and Aboriginal history; Dreamtime stories
(Blackdown Tableland National Park)

The Great Artesian Basin - geo-history of the Artesian basin and the formation of
‘jump-ups’



Unique ‘Dig the Tropic’ Geo Attractions and Experiences

ATTRACTION OR PRODUCT

GROUP ACTIVITIES
STATUS

Stonehouse Museum - extensive vertebrate and invertebrate fossil display

Cawnpore Lookout — view dramatic ‘jump-ups’ and mesas; ancient land
formations

Lark Quarry Dinosaur Trackways — 3,300 fossilised footprints, 95 million years
old

Opalton —fossick for opals and learn how opals are formed

Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum — a fantastic collection of fossils; an
informative link to the region’s prehistoric past

Starlight's Lookout - experience the legend of Captain Starlight and fantastic
views of Jumpup Country (not hosted)

llifracombe Spa — experience the therapeutic mineral waters of the Great
Artesian Basin (not hosted)

Drummond Range Lookout (via Alpha) — ancient dramatic land shifts formed
the range about 265 million years ago — fossick for fossilised wood

Sapphire Gemfields — fossick for gems in the largest sapphire fields in the
Southern Hemisphere

Blackwater International Coal Centre — an amazing showcase of the Australian
coal mining industry

Blackdown Tableland National Park - beautiful National Park adorned with
escarpments and waterfalls and aboriginal rock art

Mount Hay — fossick for Thundereggs — “Volcanic Birthstones” — or take a tour

Mount Morgan — explore one of Australia’s oldest gold mine sites (tour) and
visit the Historical Museum

Capricorn Caves - a living laboratory displaying dramatic climate change;
stunning rock formations and fossils of ancient creatures — guided cave tours

Great Barrier Reef - a stunning seascape remains from an ancient world — take
a ferry ride to Great Keppel Island

Hosted

Not hosted

Hosted and Education
program

Not hosted — tours by
request only

Hosted and Education
program (opening mid-
July 09)

Not hosted

Not hosted

Not hosted

Hosted

Hosted and Education
program

Not hosted
Hosted
Hosted

Hosted and Education
program

Not hosted

For further details about each of the above attractions please visit: www.digthetropic.com.au
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http://www.digthetropic.com.au/

Suggested ‘Dig’ Itineraries for Student Groups
5 sample ‘Dig the Tropic’ itineraries suitable for student groups:

ITINERARY 1
Rockhampton and Capricorn Caves (4 days or 6 days)
Accommodation: Rockhampton, The Caves and farmstay options

DAY SUGGESTED ITINERARY AND ATTRACTIONS

Day 1: Sights in and around Capricorn Caves (23km from Rockhampton); take a cave tour at
Capricorn Caves — a geo-tourism educational program is offered. Visit Mt Etha Caves
National Park - ancient rock formations, caves, ancient fossils, and bats (seasonal);
interpretative walk. Optional: group accommodation at Capricorn Caves.

Day 2: Visit Mount Morgan (39km from Rockhampton), explore the mine and caverns
(dinosaur footprints that date back some 195 million years); visit Mount Morgan
Historical Museum and the historic Railway Museum. Continue on to Mt Hay (41km
from Rockhampton) to hunt for thundereggs; take a tour or fossicking at Mt Hay Tourist
Park.

Day 3: Day trip to Yeppoon (41km from Rockhampton) and the Great Barrier Reef. Option 1:
full-day cruise to Great Keppel Island. Option 2: full-day visit to Byfield National Park.

Day 4: Sights in and around Rockhampton, including the Tropic of Capricorn Spire,
Dreamtime Cultural Centre, Koorana Crocodile Farm

Farmstay Option Add-on:

Day 5: Drive to farmstay to experience local farm activities, including horse-riding,
campouts, campfires, and local bush-lore. Overnight at farmstay.

Day 6: More farmstay group activities and return to Rockhampton

Farmstays for Groups:  Myella Farmstay and Kroombit Park Farmstay (see accommaodation list)

ITINERARY 2
Emerald and the Sapphire Gemfields (4 days)
Accommodation: Emerald or Rubyvale

DAY SUGGESTED ITINERARY AND ATTRACTIONS

Day 1: Sights in and around Emerald — Emerald Pioneer Cottage Complex, the petrified log
(carbon dated at 250 million years old) outside the Emerald Town Hall, the Mosaic
Pathway, and the Emerald historic railway station

Day 2: Day trip to the Sapphire Gemfields (4 main fossicking areas) — around Rubyvale,
Sapphire, Anakie. Enjoy a full day of fossicking; and take an underground mine tour,
and visit the Rubyvale Gem Gallery.

Day 3: Day trip to Blackwater International Coal Centre (82km from Emerald); interactive
learning experience and mine tour

Day 4: Visit Blackdown Tableland National Park (110km from Emerald); Dreamtime rock-
face artwork, National Park tour
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ITINERARY 3

Winton and Dinosaur Country (3 days or 5 days)

Accommodation: Winton (in town or nearby) and Boulia

Please note: most days of travel outlined below require a significant amount of travel on unsealed roads. All visitors need to
check with the Winton Visitor Information Centre located inside the Waltzing Matilda Centre for road conditions before
proceeding, as some of the roads are very isolated.

DAY

SUGGESTED ITINERARY AND ATTRACTIONS

Day 1:

Day 2:

Day 3:

Boulia Option Add-on:

Day 4:

Day 5:

Key sights in Winton — the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum, Corfield &
Fitzmaurice, the Royal Open Air Theatre, the Musical Fence, Heritage Truck and
Machinery Museum. Do the Historic Winton Town Walk (2km walk); and visit the
Waltzing Matilda Centre

Day trip to Dinosaur Country; travel to Lark Quarry Conservation Park Dinosaur
Trackways (110km; some unsealed sections). Optional to return again via the
Winton-Jundah Rd, or via Carisbrooke Station. The return via Carisbrook Station
(144km) is mostly unsealed roads.

Day trip to Opalton with opal fossicking (246km round trip) — opal miner guide/s and
tag-along tours can be arranged on request.

Drive south-west to Old Cork Station, before continuing on to Cawnpore Lookout and
Boulia (404km day in total). Most roads are not sealed. Option 2: drive straight to
Boulia via the sealed Kennedy Developmental Rd (362km). Stay overnight in Boulia
— motel accommodation available for groups; or nearby farmstay ‘Macsland Station’
(27km from Boulia; very well set-up for school groups; farm activities).

Boulia sights including the Stonehouse Museum and the Min Min Encounter. Back to
Winton, stopping in at Middleton - one of the most isolated pubs in Australia.
Kennedy Developmental Rd — 362km (sealed road)

ITINERARY 4

Longreach and Barcaldine (4-5 days)
Accommodation: Longreach and Barcaldine

DAY

SUGGESTED ITINERARY AND ATTRACTIONS

Day 1:

Day 2:

Day 3:

Day 4:

Optional Day 5:

Key sights in and around Longreach - local sights in Longreach including the
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame, QANTAS Museum, Power House Museum,
School of the Air (school group tours), a self-guided tour of the Longreach Cemetery,
and the Longreach Agricultural College (educational tours available).

Visit Starlight's Lookout (just out of town) and view Jump-up Country/mesas, or take
a cruise on the Thomson River

Full day trip to lIfracombe (27km from Longreach); see the Machinery and Heritage
Display, Historic Wellshot Hotel, lifracombe Artesian Spa, and Langenbaker House.
Extra option: continue on to Isisford (116km from Longreach); visit The Outer Barcoo
Interpretive Centre, see Isisfordia Duncani and the Isis Downs Shearing Shed. Back
to Longreach.

Full day trip to Barcaldine (107km from Longreach); visit the Tree of Knowledge
historic site, Australian Workers Heritage Centre, Historical Museum, Radio Picture
Theatre. Optional: stay the night in Barcaldine and return to Longreach the next day.
Accommodation: Wanpa-rda Outdoor Educational Centre provides school/group
accommodation and educational (curriculum) programs.

Complete activities in Barcaldine and return to Longreach.
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ITINERARY 5

Emerald to Longreach (5-6 days or 9 days): Fly In — Fly Out program
Accommodation: Emerald, Barcaldine, Longreach, Winton, Boulia

DAY SUGGESTED ITINERARY AND ATTRACTIONS

Day 1: Arrive Emerald. Sights in and around Emerald — Emerald Pioneer Cottage Complex,
the petrified log (carbon dated at 250 million years old) outside the Emerald Town

Emerald Hall, the Mosaic Pathway, and the Emerald historic railway station

Day 2: Day trip to the Sapphire Gemfields (4 main fossicking areas) — around Rubyvale,
Sapphire, Anakie. Enjoy a full day of fossicking; and take an underground mine tour,

Emerald and visit the Rubyvale Gem Gallery. Back to Emerald for the night.

Day 3: Travel on to Barcaldine; visit the Tree of Knowledge historic site, Australian Workers
Heritage Centre, Historical Museum, Radio Picture Theatre. Overnight in Barcaldine.

Barcaldine

Day 4: Travel to Longreach. Stop in llfracombe (27km from Longreach) to visit the
Machinery and Heritage Display, Historic Wellshot Hotel, llfracombe Artesian Spa,

Longreach and Langenbaker House. Overnight in Longreach.

Day 5: Key sights in and around Longreach - local sights in Longreach including the
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame, QANTAS Museum, Power House Museum,

Longreach School of the Air (school group tours), a self-guided tour of the Longreach Cemetery,
and the Longreach Agricultural College (educational tours available). Visit Starlight’s
Lookout (just out of town) and view Jump-up Country/mesas, or take a cruise on the
Thomson River. Overnight in Longreach.

Day 6: Depart Longreach.

Winton & Boulia
Option Add-on 4 Days:

Day 6:

Winton

Day 7:
Winton
Day 8:

Boulia

Day 9:

Travel to Winton. Key sights in Winton — the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum,
Corfield & Fitzmaurice, the Royal Open Air Theatre, the Musical Fence, Heritage
Truck and Machinery Museum. Do the Historic Winton Town Walk (2km walk); and
visit the Waltzing Matilda Centre. Overnight in Winton.

Day trip to Dinosaur Country; travel to Lark Quarry Conservation Park Dinosaur
Trackways (110km; mostly unsealed road). Back to Winton for the night.

Travel back to Longreach for departure flight.

Or: Travel to Boulia via the sealed Kennedy Developmental Rd (362km). Boulia
sights including the Stonehouse Museum and the Min Min Encounter. Stay overnight
in Boulia — motel accommodation available for groups; or nearby farmstay ‘Macsland
Station’ (27km from Boulia; very well set-up for school groups; farm activities).

Back to Winton, stopping in at Middleton - one of the most isolated pubs in Australia.
Kennedy Developmental Rd — 362km (sealed road), and travel on to Longreach for

departure flight.

Suggested accommodation options for all itineraries are listed below.
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Accommodation Options suitable for Student Groups

Winton:

Carisbrooke Station (up to 16 people; 85km
from Winton)

Winton QLD 4700

Phone: (07) 4657 3885

Fax: (07) 4657 3984

Email: c.carisbrooke@bigpond.com

Website: www.carisbrooketours.com.au

Windermere Station (10 rooms / share
facilities)

Winton QLD 4735

Phone: (07) 4657 0359

Mobile: 0428 573 829

Email: windermere01@bigpond.com
Website: www.windermerestation.com.au

Matilda Country Caravan Park (cabins
available)

Physical Address: 43 Chirnside St, Winton
Mailing Address: PO Box 110, Winton QLD
4735

Phone: (07) 4657 1607

Fax: (07) 4657 1607

Email: tmatpark@bigpond.com

Boulia:

Macsland Station (farmstay; 27km from
Boulia; group/cabin accommaodation; farm
activities)

Brian and Kate McGlinchley

Boulia QLD 4829

Phone: (07) 4746 3660

Email: macsland@bigpond.com

Ilfracombe:

lIfracombe Caravan Park (cabins available)
12 Main Avenue

lIfracombe QLD 4727

Phone: (07) 4658 1510

Fax: (07) 4658 0634

Email: hitson2@bigpond.com

Longreach:

Discovery Holiday Caravan Park and
Cabins (36 x 1-brm and 2-brm cabins)

12 Thrush Rd

Longreach QLD 4730

Phone: (07) 4658 1781

Fax: (07) 4658 0034

Website: www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Education & Student Groups Fact Sheet

Longreach Caravan Park (cabins available)
180 Ibis St

Longreach QLD 4730

Phone: (07) 4658 1770

Barcaldine:

Homestead Caravan Park (cabins available)
24 Box St

Barcaldine QLD 4725

Phone: (07) 4651 1308

Fax: (07) 4651 6308

Wanpa-rda Matilda Outdoor Education
Centre (located in Barcaldine; educational
groups and school-group programs; curriculum
activities)

Jane Dickson — Principal

PO Box 26

Barcaldine QLD 4725

Tel: (07) 4651 2530

Fax: (07) 4651 2531

Website: www.wanpardaeec.eq.edu.au

The Sapphire Gemfields:

Blue Gem Caravan Park (cabins; do
fossicking and underground mine tour)
Rubyvale Rd

Sapphire QLD 4702

Phone: (07) 4985 4162

Fax: (07) 4985 4162

Rubyvale Caravan Park (cabins; fossicking
and underground mine tour, 500m)

16 Main Street

Rubyvale QLD 4702

Phone: (07) 4985 4118

Fax: (07) 4985 4118

Website: www.rubyvalecaravanpark.com.au

Willows Gemfields Caravan Park (cabins
and fossicking available)

30 Willows Rd

Willows Gemfields QLD

Phone/Fax: (07) 4985 5128

Anakie Gemfields Caravan Park (cabins and
fossicking available)

Richardson St

Anakie QLD 4702

Phone: (07) 4985 4142

Fax: (07) 4985 4142
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Accommodation (continued):
Emerald:

Emerald Cabin and Caravan Village (cabins
available)

64 Opal Street

Emerald QLD 4720

Phone: (07) 4982 1300

Fax: (07) 4987 5320

Website:
www.emeraldcabinandcaravanvillage.com.au

Lake Maraboon Holiday Village (cabins
available)

Fairbairn Dam Road

Via Emerald QLD 4720

Phone: (07) 4982 3677

Fax: (07) 4982 1932

Website: www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Bull Creek Farmstay
Selma Rd

Emerald QLD 4720
Phone: (07) 4982 1318
Fax: (07) 4982 0401

Rockhampton:

Riverside Tourist Park (cabins available)
2 Reaney St

North Rockhampton, QLD 4701

Phone: (07) 4922 3779

Fax: (07) 4921 3070

Discovery Holiday Parks - Tropical
Wanderer (cabins available)

394 Yaamba Rd

North Rockhampton, QLD 4701

Phone: (07) 4926 3822

Fax: (07) 4928 8510

Website: www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

The Caves:

Capricorn Caves Tourist Park (lodge for
school groups & educational programs)
30 Olsens Caves Road

Rockhampton QLD 4702

Phone: (07) 4934 2883

Fax: (07) 4934 2936

Website: www.capricorncaves.com.au

Yeppoon & Great Keppel Island Area:

Emus Beach Resort (group; dorm style)
92 Pattison Street

Emu Park QLD 4710

Phone: 1800 333 349 or (07) 4939 6111
Fax: (07) 4939 6111

Website: www.emusbeachresort.com
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Capricorn Resort Yeppoon (can cater for
large groups; motel/resort room style)
Farnborough Road

Yeppoon QLD 4703

Phone: (07) 4925 2520

Fax: (07) 4925 2542

Website: www.rydges.com

North Keppel Environmental Education
Centre (educational groups and programs)
P.O. Box 1421

Yeppoon QLD 4703

Phone: (07) 4939 2510

Fax: (07) 4939 2522

Website: www.nkieec.eq.edu.au

Great Keppel Island Holiday Village (cabins
available)

Great Keppel Island QLD 4703

Phone: (07) 4939 8655

Fax: (07) 49398755

Website: www.gkiholidayvillage.com.au

Cool Waters Holiday Village (host large
groups)

760 Scenic Highway

Kinka Beach QLD 4703

Phone: (07) 4939 6102

Fax: (07) 4939 6665

Website: www.coolwaters.com.au

Waterpark Cabins (cabins for groups)
218 Yaxely's Rd

Byfield, QLD 4703

Phone: (07) 4935 1241

Fax: (07) 4935 1246

Website: www.waterparkcabins.com.au

Rockhampton area — Farmstays for Groups:

Kroombit Park Lochenbar Station
Valentines Plains Rd

Biloela, QLD, 4715

Phone: (07) 4992 2186

Fax: (07) 4992 4186

Website: www.kroombit.com.au

Myella FarmStay

Myella

Via Baralaba QLD 4702
P: (07) 4998 1104

Fax: (07) 4998 1104
Website: www.myella.com
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Contacts for further ‘Dig the Tropic’ information:

Capricorn Tourism & Development Inc.
PO Box 1313

Rockhampton QLD 4700

Phone: (07) 4927 2055

Fax: (07) 4922 2605

Email: admin@capricorntourism.com.au

Website: www.capricorntourism.com.au

Outback Tourism

The Outback Queensland Tourism Association Inc.
Tollfree: 1800 247 966

Email: info@outbackgld.com.au

Website: www.outbackholidays.info

Local Information Centres:

aYeppoon Visitor Information Centre
Ross Creek Roundabout, Scenic Highway,
Yeppoon QLD

Phone: (07) 4939 4888

Website: www.capricorntourism.com.au

aRockhampton Visitor Information Centre
208 Quay Street, Rockhampton QLD
Phone: (07) 4922 5625

Website: www.capricorntourism.com.au

nCapricorn Visitor Information Centre
Tropic of Capricorn Spire

Gladstone Rd, Rockhampton QLD
Phone: 1800 676 701

Website: www.capricorntourism.com.au

Mt Morgan Promotion and Development Group
Inc

59 Morgan Street, Mt Morgan QLD 4714
Phone: (07) 4938 2333

Website http://www.mountmorgan.org.au

Emerald Visitor Information Centre
3 Clermont Street, Emerald QLD
Phone: (07) 4982 4142

Website: www.capricorntourism.com.au

Rowley Roberts Tourist Information Centre
43 Shakespeare St, Alpha QLD 4724
Phone: (07) 4985 1207 / 4985 1050

Fax: (07) 4985 1348

Website: www.barcaldinerc.qld.gov.au
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ﬂBarcaIdine Tourist Information Centre
Oak Street

Barcaldine QLD 4725

Phone: (07) 4651 1724

Fax: (07) 4651 2243

Website: www.barcaldinerc.gld.gov.au

Ilifracombe Information

Ilfracombe Shire Council

Devon Street, lIfracombe QLD 4727
Phone: (07) 4658 2233

Fax: (07) 4658 2598

Website: www.ilfracombe.qgld.gov.au

Isisford Information

Isisford Shire Council

20 St Mary Street, Isisford QLD 4731
Phone: (07) 4658 8900

Fax: (07) 4658 8950

Web: www.isisford.gld.gov.au

Longreach Visitor Information Centre
Qantas Park, Eagle Street, Longreach
Phone: (07) 4658 4150

Fax: (07) 4658 4177

Website: www.longreach.gld.gov.au

aWinton Visitor Information Centre
Waltzing Matilda Centre

50 Elderslie Street, Winton QLD 4735
Phone: 1300 665 115

Fax: (07) 4657 1886

Website: www.experiencewinton.com.au

aBoulia Visitor Information Centre
Min Min Encounter and Information
Herbert Street, Boulia QLD

Phone: (07) 4746 3386

Fax: (07) 4746 3387

Website: www.boulia.gld.gov.au
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